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51. Lucianorhabdus inflatus Perch-Nielsen & Feinberg in Perch-Nielsen (1986) 
 

 
Pl. 2, figs 6-9 

 
1985a Lucianorhabdus inflatus in PERCH-NIELSEN, p. 362, Fig. 27.  
 
Holotype: Plate 2, Figure 6 (negative 6-3805/8, ETH SEM Archive, Hönggerberg, Zurich).  
Derivation of name: From the inflated distal part of the coccolith.  
Type locality: Kabylie, Algeria (sample G 454b of H. Feinberg, Lab. de Micropaleontologie, 

Tour 15, 4e, 4, place Jussieu, Paris).  
Type level: Late Campanian, Quadrum trifidum Zone, CC 22 of SISSINGH (1977).  
Diagnosis: Species of the holococcolithic genus Lucianorhabdus with an inflated stem.  
Description: L. inflatus has a more or less well developed proximal plate which is best 

visible in side view between crossed nicols. The stem is usually widest in the lower 
third or half of its length and tapers towards its distal end.  

Remarks: HATTNER & WISE (1980) have stated that "the large population of L. cayeuxii 
encountered in our samples shows enough transitional forms between previously 
distinguished taxa to indicate that most of these can be grouped under a single species 
definition". They then proceeded to describe a new species, L. windii, which differs from 
L. cayeuxii by its "strongly involute surface". While I agree that it can be difficult to 
distinguish between poorly preserved specimens of the species of Lucianorhabdus, the 
species themselves can not be confounded, especially when the specimens are studied 
with the light microscope.  

L. inflatus differs from other species of the genus by the inflated stem which is widest 
usually in the lower half of its length. Such forms were not illustrated by HATTNER & 
WISE (1980) nor by DEFLANDRE (1959).  

Occurrence: L. inflatus was only found in a Late Campanian sample from Algeria. The 
assemblage of this sample also includes very rare Quadrum trifidum, Aspidolithus parcus, 
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Eiffellithus eximius, Arkhangelskiella cymbiformis, Reinhardtites anthophorus and R. levis and 
thus can be assigned to SISSINGH'S (1977) Zone CC 22.  
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